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(1) Mendizabal, Enrique. “What Is a Think Tank? Defining the Boundaries of the Label.” On Think Tanks,
October 22, 2014. https://onthinktanks.org/articles/what-is-a-think-tank-defining-the-boundaries-of-
the-label/.
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(1) Abelson, Donald E. (2009), Do think tanks matter? Assessing the impact of public policy institutes.
Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press. McGann, James and Johnson, Erik (2005), Comparative think
tanks, politics and public policy. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar. Rich, Andrew (2004), Think tanks, public
policies and politics of expertise. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Stone & Denham (2004), Think
tank traditions: Policy analysis across nations. Manchester University Press.

(2) Mendizabal, E. (2010a), On the definition of think tanks: Towards a more useful discussion. Mendizabal, E.
(2010b), On the business model and how this affects what think tanks do. Mendizabal, E. (201 1a), Different ways
to define and describe think tanks.

(3) Click here for an interview with Medvetz and here for his full profile and website. Or read this article to explore
this critique further Mendizabal, E. (2010a), On the definition of think tanks: Towards a more useful discussion.
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(1) These functions have been informed by papers from Belletini, 2007, Mendizabal & Sample, 2009, Gusternson,
2009, Tanner, 2002, Mendizabal (2010a, 2010b, 2011a)
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(1) Mendizabal, E. (2013a), Think tanks in Latin America: what are they and what drives them? Mendizabal, E. (2011b),
Think tanks: research findings and some common challenges.
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(1) Brown, E. (2015), Introduction to the series on think tanks and context; Ordofiez, A. and Echt, L. (2016),
Module 2: Designing a policy relevant research agenda. From the online
course: ‘Doing policy relevant research’. On Think Tanks; Mendizabal, E. (2016), Setting up a think
tank: step by step; Garcé, A., D’Avenia, L., Lopez, C. and Villegas, B. (2018), Political knowledge re-
gimes and policy change in
Chile and Uruguay. On Think Tanks Working Paper 3; Tolmie, C. (2015), Context matters: So what?

(2) For more on the effect of the COVID-19 pandemic on think tanks see Mendizabal (2020), COVID-19’s
effect on think tanks in 10 headlines, or explore this collection of articles.
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(1)- Mendizabal, E. (2015b), How does the context affect think tanks? A few hypotheses and research
questions; Ordofiez, A., Echt, L. (2016), Module 2: Designing a policy relevant research agenda. From
the online course: ‘Doing policy relevant research’ On Think Tanks.
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(2)- Mendizabal, E. (2016), Setting up a think tank: Step by step.
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(1) Datta, A. (2018), Five questions to understand the evidence context.

(2) Ralphs, G. (2016a),Think tank business models: The business of academia and politics.
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(1) Mendizabal, E. (2013a), Think tanks in Latin America: What are they and what drives them?

Mendizabal, E. (2013c), For-profit think tanks and implications for funders.
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(1)- Mendizabal, E. (2014b), Better sooner than later: Addressing think tanks’ governance and
management challenges to take full advantage of new funding and support opportunities; Men-
dizabal, E. (2016), Setting up a think tank: Step by step; Moncada, A. & Mendizabal, E. ( 2013),
Think tank boards: Composition and practices.
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(1) Ordofez, A. and Echt, L. (2016b), Module 1: Designing a policy relevant research agenda.
From the online course: ‘Doing policy-relevant research’ and Weyrauch, V. (2015), Is your
funding model a good friend to your research?
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(1) Baertl, A. (2018), De-constructing credibility: Factors that affect a think tank’s credibility.
Working Paper 4. Doing policy relevant research. Think Tank Initiative in Enabling success.
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(1) We recommend exploring the Research Excellence Framework and the RQ+.
(2) For more on this you can inquire read the series Doing policy relevant research.

(3) For more on peer review process read the series Peer reviews for think tanks.
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(1) Jones (2017), How to create a smart project budget for think tanks. Cardoso (2015), Man-
aging budgets in a think tank. You can also watch the webinar Smart project budgeting for
think tanks.
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(1)- Mendizabal, E. (2012b), Communication options for think tanks: Channels and tools. Wey-
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Here you will find all the references mentioned in the guide plus further resources for you to keep exploring.
These include recommended articles, templates, and useful examples on various topics.
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